SPECIES PROFILE

ALCES ALCES

» In North America, there are four subspecies of
moose: Alces alces gigas (in Alaska, western
Yukon, and northern British Columbia), A. a.
andersoni (located south of A. a. gigas to the
Canada-US border, and east to central Ontario), A.
a. americana (extending east from the range of A.
a. andersoni), and A. a. shirasi (located roughly
from Washington southeast to Colorado).

» Moose are semiaquatic and have a unique nose
equipped with muscle and fatty tissue that allows
them to seal their nostrils while diving for food.
They also have large hooves to facilitate walking
on marshy ground.

» Many moose are migratory and can travel up to
124 miles on land. They can also swim up to 12
miles at a time!

» Moose are poorly adapted to heat stress, making

moose located further south particularily
susceptible to the impacts of climate change.

Moose are the largest of all antlered game species!
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Moose (Alces alces) are a member of the Cervidae family, which, in temperate North America,
also contains mule deer, white-tailed deer, elk, and caribou. Moose, however, are the only
living member of the genus Alces, which makes them unique from an evolutionary perspec-
tive. Unlike caribou, mule deer and white-tailed deer, which found a refuge from the last ice
age in North America, moose likely colonized North America via the Bering land bridge,
following the deglaciation of the continent approximately 11,000 - 14,000 years ago.

Moose were very important to many Indigenous groups in North America who used the
entire animal following a harvest for food and tools. These practices would put many
hunters following the “Nose to Tail” eating principle to shame. For example, the Gwich'in ate
nearly every part of moose including ears, lungs, nose, and eyes. Other parts of the animal
were used as tools: the stomach was used as a storage vessel, and the hide to build canoes.
Many groups also exhibited conservation practices to maintain the moose population,
including self-imposed harvest quotas and setting aside land as wildlife refuges.

European colonists in North America initially saw very few moose and moose may have
been in low abundance in many areas during the colonial period until the 1800s. The reason
for this low abundance is debated in the literature but reasons include an insufficient time
to colonize the continent, poor climate conditions, disease, predation, and colonist
influence. Nonetheless, after the moose population rebounded in the 1800s, hunting
pressure from colonists increased and moose numbers rapidly declined in the late 1800's.
Luckily, this was followed by restrictions on moose harvesting during the American Conser-
vation Movement to restore population numbers.

Following improved regulations to harvest laws, moose exhibited unprecedented popula-
tion growth and spread. Currently, the moose population in North America is estimated to
be 1 million, which has not changed since moose abundance rose to this this level in the
early 1990s. Moose populations naturally fluctuate through time and are currently estimat-
ed to be increasing in 9 jurisdictions and decreasing in 11. Moose are classified as “Least
Concern”on the IUCN Red List, meaning there is no forecasted extinction risk.

Live Mass (Ibs) Edible Mass (lbs) Number of Meals
(6 oz servings)

69,887,017 25,508,949 68,024,000

4,830,756 12,882,042

Please cite as: Conservation Visions. 2022. Moose factsheet. St. John’s (NL): Conservation Visions, Wild
Harvest Initiative®

i S e = i i

o (AL



FACTSHEET | MOOSE

More than 171,000 h ted i
DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF MOOSE the US and Canada during the 2014-2015 and
HARVESTS IN NORTH AMERICA 2015-2016 hunting seasons (an average of

Average yearly harvest BRI LTV L

Y 25,000

! L ¥ A
PN ‘ 20,000
'8 15,000
10,000
5,000

0

Harvest data not collected

Beyond moose range
Hunting not permitted

? FOOD VALUE {

One male moose provides enough meat to feed a family of three a 6 oz portion of meat
for dinner, every day, for one year!

Live Mass| Edible [Meals (6 oz
(Ibs) Mass (lbs) | sevings)
Male 1140.9 416.4 1110.5
Female 898.4 327.9 874.4
. Juvenile 207.2 75.6 201.7

ABOUT THE WILD HARVEST
INITIATIVE®

The Wild Harvest Initiative® is the first effort to
synthesize and evaluate the combined economic,
conservation and social benefits of recreational
wild animal harvests in the United States and
Canada. The program’s combined primary empha-
ses on food security and wildlife conservation is
tailored to change conversations and provide new
ways of communicating the relevance and benefits
of recreational hunting and angling.
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